March 19, 2023 washed clean, we are anointed with the Holy Spirit, we are enlightened by Christ to see the face of God,
and we come to believe. Especially, | went, | washed, | saw, and | believed is also our thankful prayer to
God on behalf of the catechumens and candidates all over the world during this time, as they prepare to
receive the Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist — at the Easter Vigil to come.
During Lent, we support and pray for the catechumens and candidates by journeying with them
through scrutiny process, with three long stories from the Gospel for these three times of scrutiny. The
first scrutiny was last Sunday with the story of the Samaritan woman encountering Jesus at the well of
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Samuel prepared to anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be the King, the Lord reminded him: “Do not judge from
his appearance or from his lofty stature... Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” Do not judge the book by its cover. We are probably
familiar with this saying. ANNOUNCEMENTS:

St. Paul, in the second reading today, also tells us that: we were once in the darkness of sin, but
now we are in the light of Christ. As in the well-known song Amazing Grace we thank God for the gift of
sight: “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretched like me! | once was lost, but now am
found; was blind but now I see.” We have been enlightened by the Lord. So, brothers and sisters, let us
live as children of light.

That amazing grace is clearly seen in today’s gospel story (John 9:1-41). Jesus healed a man born
blind, and released him from his bondage and darkness. But the Pharisees and scribes, and those who
claimed to be able to see, were indeed blinded by their arrogant attitude - their spiritual blindness.

We read from today’s Communion Antiphon: “The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I
saw and I believed in God” (Cf. Jn 9:11, 38). This is for us to reflect on during this week, and also
throughout Lenten season; it reminds us about renewal of our baptismal call. At the Baptism, we are

1. Second Collection today, Sunday, March 19: is for Catholic Relief Services.

2. Chrism Mass: you are invited to join the archbishop, the priests, and the faithful of the whole
archdiocese for the celebration of the annual Chrism Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco, at
5 pm. Thursday, March 30 (the Thursday before the Holy Week).

3. Lenten Day of Adoration and Reconciliation: at St. Cecilia’s Church, Lagunitas on Friday, March
24. Beginning with daily Mass at 8 am; Eucharistic Adoration to follow until 4 pm; ended with
Benediction. Fr. Phan is available for confessions during the day.

4. Padre Pio Mass & Devotion: Monthly Padre Pio Mass at St. Cecilia Church, Saturday, March 25.
Mass at 8 am, and Devotion to follow.
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